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Spread the joy and craft of books in your family with Making Books with Kids.An inspiring collection

of ideas and projects for encouraging an artistic spirit in children! Making Books with Kids features

more than 25 creative, kid-friendly projects in design, illustration, paper decorating, binding

techniques and more. Book artist and author Esther K. Smith offers an exciting resource of

easy-to-follow instructions supported throughout with step-by-step, full-color photographs and

illustrations. Each sequence is accompanied by finished samples and variations as well as the

inspiring work of a prominent book artist. Whether you use these projects independently or as a

curriculum for hands-on, family-friendly, bookmaking experiences, you'll find that the lessons in this

book are open-ended so they can be explored over and over-with different results each time!

Colorful photos illustrate how different people using the same lesson will yield different results,

exemplifying the way the lesson brings out each artist's personal style. Making Books with Kids is

the perfect book for creative families, friends, and community groups and works as lesson plans for

both experienced and new art teachers. Children of all ages and experience levels can be guided by

adults and will enjoy these engaging exercises. Spread the love of--and craft of--books in your

family with Making Books with Kids.
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I received a free copy of this book to review. This book impressed me with clear instructions and



interesting projects. The pop up projects use pages from the book itself, so it may not be suitable for

a library collection but would be fun book for a parent or teacher to add to their craft book library.The

first chapter provides information about materials and basic instructions. Information is provided

about making book weights out of household objects, types of paper to use, and selecting tools.

Specific information is provided about how to make the tools and projects accessible to children and

how to teach them to use scissors. Additional information is provided about how artists and

professional bookbinders use similar tools in their work.Chapters 2, 3 and 5 focus on making

different kinds of books. Photographs of finished books are provided throughout. The photographs

include examples made by real children. The books come in different shapes and styles

encouraging creativity. The pop-up book options in Chapter 3 are attractive and approachable, they

look like they would be fun to make and fun to play with. I sew and embroider and would like to add

embroidery to some of the sewn books in Chapter 5.Chapter 4 focuses on decorating papers for

using in your books. Several methods of adding decorative patterns and color to paper using

household items are provided including soap bubbles, salt, and shaving cream marbling.

Instructions are also provided for Suminagashi, a Japanese paper marbling technique. Information

is also provided about how to make paste papers, and how to use them to make book covers.I think

that these projects would be a lot of fun to try with kids and that the techniques shown would be fun

for an adult.
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